
West Leigh Junior School Parent Council 

 

 

 

Minutes of Meeting held 6th February 2019 

 

1. Attendance from 3t, 3L, 3M, 3G, 4E, 4A, 4S, 5J, 5D, 5P, 5N, 6R, 6K, 6W. Apologies received 

from 6F 

2. Change in homework policy: John reiterated that we do not have a ‘no homework policy’ but 

the emphasis on homework is on reading, spelling and times tables. On occasion, as stated in 

the letter sent out in October, there may be alternative homework sent out. Year 6 parents 

questioned whether this would be of detriment to the pupils before going to secondary school 

so Sarah explained how homework for Y6 would increase after half term. The general 

consensus from parents is that the change in homework policy is positive. Some parents have 

commented that it is hard to limit screen time at home if the school are promoting it with TT 

Rockstars; John will explain to the children in assembly that they should listen to their parents 

if they are told to stop using the website. Karen (Chair of Governors) gave her experience of a 

learning walk where the children could articulate their use of TT Rockstars and how it is 

supporting their learning. Some parents asked for optional homework sheets but John 

suggested buying them as he also has to consider the workload reform for members of staff. 

3. Parking: Parents acknowledged the success of ‘Parking Patrol’ and thanked Sarah and the 

School Council for organising this. It was suggested by the Parent Council that we look into 

pupil cut outs which are being used by an Essex school. 

4. Maths Drop Ins – a date will be given in the weekly newsletter – they will happen after 

learning conferences 

5. Lost Property – Parents queried why items which are named are in the lost property box and 

asked if they could spend time each month sorting it out and putting it in piles for classes – 

John explained we couldn’t do this as we couldn’t give class lists out due to GDPR but we will 

arrange for support staff to sort through the lost property box every so often. 

6. School lunches – we explained again that we do not have any control over school lunches 

and any suggestions should go through the infants. One parent questioned whether the 

children had enough time to eat and reassurance was given that all children have an 

appropriate amount of time to eat. 

7. Toilet Breaks – toilet breaks during lessons were queried – it was explained that children are 

allowed to go to the toilet if needed; teachers are aware of children who ask to go to the toilet 

to get out of learning times! 

8. Book Look – book looks are still happening every Tuesday from 3:30-3:45 a reminder and a 

date for the late book lok will go into the weekly newletter 

9. Refreshments – a parents identified that there were no suitable refreshments for children with 

allergies after a performance. John explained that we will be able to look into this 



 

 

10. Bikeability – some parents would like this to happen in school. John explained that it takes up 

too much curriculum time and stops us providing the broad and balanced curriculum that we 

currently deliver. Some Y6 parents have arranged Bikeability for their own children in the 

holidays. They can be arranged if you have 10 children or more involved. 

11. Next meeting: 8th May 2019 

 


