
West Leigh Junior School

Newsletter
 

End of Autumn term 2017

Mr J. Lear

Head of School

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
Harry Potter, it was decided that this 
year’s Book Week should be magically 
special – and that is exactly what 
happened! From the unbelievable 
transition of West Leigh Juniors into 
Hogwarts on Monday to the exciting 
Teachers v Pupils quiz in the ‘Great 
Hall’ on Friday, the fun never stopped!
Monday was our Harry Potter dressing 
up day as many swept through 
corridors in robes. We were truly 
delighted with the enthusiasm shown: 
this being the ‘second generation’ of 
Harry Potter readers, many parents 
commented that they were thrilled 
to be sharing the magic with their 

WIZARDY BOOK WEEK 

Once again, our annual Christmas 
decoration mornings were a great 
success. With the Christmas music 
playing, the children worked with 
their family members to create 
beautiful Christmas decorations 
which can be viewed in all the 
classrooms – walking through 
the school is simply wonderful! 
There are beautiful twisted paper 
stars, snowflakes, paper plate 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Christmas trees, to name just a 
few of the lovely creations.  Many 
people commented on the festive 
atmosphere and the mornings were 
enjoyed by staff and pupils alike. 
Thank you to all members of our 
parent community who came and 
supported this event. We know that 
the children love welcoming you 
into their classrooms.

Dear Parents and Carers
 
So we finally arrive at the end of a very 
long term and I’m sure that you will agree 
that the staff and the children deserve the 
upcoming break! Everyone has worked so 
hard to make this another successful term 
full of many exciting events, some of which 
you can read about in this newsletter, and 
with such impressive progress made by so 
many of the children. Thank you to all the 
staff for their hard work and commitment 
and to you all for your continued support.
 
The recent school events centred around 
Christmas (the celebration at St. Margaret’s 
Church, the delicious lunch, the PA Fayre 
and the decoration-making sessions with 
parents to name four) have made all of us 
feel very festive and we are looking forward 
to the days to come. We wish all of you a 
very Merry Christmas and warmest wishes 
for a happy and healthy 2018.
 
John Lear

children. Monday’s assembly saw 
the Final of the Big Harry Potter Quiz 
between Howard and Raleigh, with 
Howard narrowly beating Raleigh to 
become overall champions.
Every morning throughout the week, 
everybody took part in the ‘Big Read’. 
The children enjoyed spending time 
in areas around the school listening 
to their chosen story. 
Much of the work in class was based 
around a chosen book; the work 
that the children produced was 
wonderfully creative and showed 
how much they had been inspired 
by the exciting texts chosen by their 
teachers. 
The head-to-head quiz on Friday 
between pupils and teachers 
was one of the funniest and most 
exciting events ever! Although the 
teachers put up a good fight, they 
were pipped at the post and lost by 
one point! 
To round off a successful week, 
we also raised £900 from the Book 
Fair to spend on new books for the 
school. We would like to thank you 
all for your continuing support.

Year 4 making their Christmas decorations.

The children dressed up for Harry Potter 
day.



EQUALITY & DIVERSITY AWARD

animals and sat calmly as they entered 
the room. After they left, the elf had to 
tell Father Christmas that they had lost 
the dust. We looked all over the room 
and realised that Santa had put it in his 
pocket! To say thank you to the children 
for helping him to find the dust, Santa 
gave each child an early Christmas 
present of a little cuddly penguin to 
remind them of this day!

HEAD LICE
We have had further reported 
cases of head lice throughout the 
school. Please check your child’s 
hair over the holiday period and 
we can start 2018 itch free!

This term, three pupils joined Mr Lear 
and Mrs London at the Tickfield Centre 
in Southend. Here they attended 
a ceremony to receive the school’s 
award for Equality and Diversity 
Champions. The three Year Six pupils 
spoke to the assembled group of 
headteachers and representatives 
from the town about the work we 
had completed towards our award, 

Throughout November Year 3 had 
the fantastic opportunity of visiting 
Colchester Zoo as part of their topic 
on Amazing Animals. During their 
visit, they had the chance to wander 
the zoo and see all the animals. The 
highlight for many was when we 
were picked up by an elf that had lost 
Santa’s magic flying dust to make the 
reindeers fly! The children thought 
they had found another animal that 
could possibly make Santa’s sleigh 
fly and took us to their enclosure. We 
ended up at the penguin enclosure 
and learnt lots about them and that 
they don’t actually fly but we needed 
to check with a zookeeper who 
brought some friends with her! Her 
friends were some little penguins. 
All the children loved meeting these 

YEAR 3 COLCHESTER ZOO TRIP
FREE SCHOOL MEALS

If you think you may be eligible 
for  free school meals please apply 
directly to www.southend.gov.uk/
fsm and you will receive an email 
to confirm whether you are eligible 
or not. The school will be advised 
confidentially.

The Year 3 children met some of the penguins 

WISEPAY

Please remember that all 
payments (dinner money, 

school trips, swimming 
contributions, breakfast club 

and music lessons) should 
be paid via our online paying 
system Wisepay. A link can be 
found on the school website. 
If you have any problems or 
have forgotten your log in 
details please contact the 
school office who will be 
more than happy to help. 

YEAR 6 SHAKESPEARE WORKSHOP
On November 10th, Year 6 had their 
annual Shakespeare extravaganza 
as the actors arrived to deliver their 
Macbeth workshop. The children 
were extremely excited at the 
prospect of taking part and all had 
a fabulous time. The four actors: 
William (Macbeth), Jasmeen (Lady 
Macbeth / Witch), Jay (Banquo / 
Macduff) and Rebecca (Witch / 
Gentlewoman / Narrator) managed 
to entrance us all with their powerful 
performances. Several of the children 
also played main roles and everybody 
participated in this story of ambition 
and vengeance, contributing 
enthusiastically to the drama. 
Feedback from our children and staff 

We have spaces available in our 
Breakfast Club which runs Monday 
to Friday 7.30am to 8.40am. The 
club is designed to help relieve 
parents of the stress of juggling 
work commitments with the school 
run. Children enjoy games and crafts  
and it is open to children in both 
Infants and Juniors. Children have 
a choice of drinks as well as a fruit 
loaf, crumpets, fruit, toast and jam. 
Sessions are £4.00.

BREAKFAST CLUB

including attending workshops 
about disability and improving the 
provision of our playground squad.

suggested that this was one of the best 
performances yet!



YEAR 5 POETRY
As part of their recent work on 
poetry, the Year 5 children created 
choral performances based on four 
different poems where they took 
their audiences on a train journey, 
to a spooky inn, aboard a ship 
and up a beanstalk. After learning 
about a range of poetic devices, 
the children were encouraged 
to consider ways of using their 
voices to achieve different effects. 
They found that by varying their 
tone, pitch, volume and pace 
they were able to create effective 
performances which brought each 
poem to life whilst developing the 
use of actions to tell each story 

visually. The children were also 
required to learn a whole poem by 
heart, which they all did extremely 
well, enabling them to perform their 
poems with confidence and poise!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - MEDICAL

Please can you inform the school if anything changes for your child’s medication 
or care plan in the New Year. Just to remind you, we can only administer 
medication to your child if it has been prescribed for 4 times a day. Also, we will 
need to see any medical appointment letters, texts or appointment cards, where 
possible, as evidence of your child’s absence. Please can you make doctor, 
dentist and optician appointments outside of school hours as much as possible.

Over 200 children from West 
Leigh Junior School presented 
an outstanding celebration of 
Christmas at their annual Carol 
Service at St Margaret’s Church.
Pupils from every class told the 
Christmas story in words and song 
to a huge congregation of staff, 
family and friends. Alex Blackstone-
Cobbe set the tone of the evening 
with a superb solo verse introducing 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’ which 
is the traditional way to begin our 
Christmas service. The Boys’ Choir 
sang ‘ Christmas Songs of Joy’ 
and ‘Glory to God in the Highest’ 
whilst the Girls’ Choir treated us 
to ‘Scots Nativity’ and ‘I believe in 
Christmas’. Congratulations to all 

our professional readers, ably 
coached by Mrs Burt. Thank you 
to Miss Revill and Mrs Rodgers 
for preparing the tableau actors 
and costumes with such care. Our 
sincere thanks also must go to 
Mrs Walker and Mrs Gentleman 
for their energy and musicianship. 
Well done!

CHILDREN IN NEED
On Friday 17th November, West 
Leigh ‘painted the school spotty’ for 
Children In Need when everyone 
came to school dressed in spots 
to raise money for this important 
charity. The school council also 
created word puzzles, which went 
on sale at lunchtime causing lots 
of excitement and raising a further 
£160!  It was brilliant to see so many 
children working hard to solve their 
puzzles during their lunchtime and 
by the end of the day West Leigh 
had raised an amazing £671.42 for 
Children In Need!  Thank you for your 
continued support with our charity 
events.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICE

‘I do believe in Christmas’

SWIMMING CONTRIBUTIONS

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has paid 
their swimming contributions. 
Swimming lessons in schools are 
part of the curriculum and we are 
in a very lucky position to have 
a swimming pool on site. The 
swimming pool is very expensive 
to run and therefore the parent 
contributions are very important 
to us. The contribution of £13 can 
be made during the summer term. 
If you haven’t already paid the 
£13 for this term please do so as 
soon as possible. Payment can be 
made via Wisepay, cheque made 
payable to ‘West Leigh Junior 
School’ or deposit the cash at the 
school office. Thank you for your 
continued support in making the 
swimming lessons possible. 

Year 5 during their performance.
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Sporting achievement continues to 
grow at West Leigh Junior School 
with many more children showing an 
interest in participating in sport and 
a wider range of clubs being offered 
throughout the year. With regards to 
competitions, we have had a great 
half term once again. The Year 5 and 
6 girls’ football team participated in 
the Essex Finals after winning the 
Southend competition. The girls came 
up against some amazing footballers 
in the finals and stayed strong 
throughout the competition.
The standard of the Year 5 and 6 boys’ 
football competition was very high 
and the boys kept playing to their 
full potential throughout. They have 
also started their league games but 
unfortunately lost their first match 
against Chalkwell Juniors. We wish 
them well for the rest of the season.
Years 5 and 6 had a fantastic 
opportunity to attend the dodgeball 
competitions at Garons. The squad 
was split into two teams where 
one participated in the festival and 
the other in the tournament. Both 

SOUTHEND MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

Young recorder players from West 
Leigh Junior School performed at the 
Southend Music Festival this week. 
Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 worked 
very hard to prepare solos, duets and 
trios.
The Upper School Recorder Group 
was praised by the adjudicator who 
said, “all of your hard work showed in 
a beautifully presented, well known 
and expertly played performance.” 
The Year 4 Recorder Group also won 
their age category. Their feedback 
was also very impressive: “This is very 
promising and very well disciplined 
playing from such a young group.”
Congratulations also must go to 
Georgia Baker and Kathryn Hall for 
winning their duet class and Sebastian 
Rapley Mende for his trophy-winning 
solo. Freddie Dawson, Emily Chaston 
and Sebastian Rapley Mende also won 
first place for their trio piece, ‘Lovely 
Nancy’.
Thank you to Mrs Gentleman for 
rehearsing with the children and to 
their parents for supporting them.

Dates for your Diary
January
Wednesday 3rd - Children return to school
Monday 8th - Swimming restarts
Wednesday 10th - Yr 6 Basketball
Friday 12th - Rockstar assembly 
              - Yr 5/6 Football match
Wednesday 17th - School Nurse drop in - 9.30am
Thursday 18th - Internet Safety workshops
                  - Internet safety talk to parents - 7pm
Friday 19th - Yr 5/6 Boys’ and Girls’ football matches
              - Yr 4 Disco
Thursday 25th - Parent Council 6pm
Friday 26th - Father David assembly
Saturday 27th - PA Quiz Night
Wednesday 31st - No Pen Wednesday
                   - Yr 3/4 Sports hall athletics - am
                   - Yr 5/6 Sports hall athletics - pm

February

Thursday 1st - General Knowledge Quiz Club Competition
Tuesday 6th - Yr 6  Hockey League 
Friday 9th - INSET DAY
Monday 12th - Friday 16th - Half term
Monday 19th - Children return to school

SPORTING ROUNDUP
teams played exceptionally well and 
achieved an impressive fourth place. 
The Year 6 Hockey team had the 
chance to go to Warners Bridge and 
play on an AstroTurf against Alleyn 
Court School. Unfortunately they 
lost the match but gained valuable 
experience of playing on this type of 
surface.
The final sporting event of the year 
saw the netball team in action; they 
played in a friendly Santa netball 
competition. All the participants 
were given a Santa hat and then 
played many netball matches. The 
event finished with the girls enjoying 
cookies and hot chocolate!

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
Well done to all of those children 
who have achieved an attendance 
certificate for the Autumn Term. The 
children will be given these on the 
last day before the holidays. Our 
attendance has been surprisingly 
high in spite of all the illness we have 
had the past few weeks. There have 
been so many ‘bugs and viruses’ 
being passed round but we are still 
impressing the local authority with 
our percentages. Thank you for 
continuing to call the absence line in 
the morning when your children are 
ill. It is really important that we know 
where the children are if they are not 
in school

The girls in the Essex Finals


