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It is hard to believe that it was only 
last week that we took the majority of 
Year 3 to Belchamps Activity Centre in 
Hockley.  Containing their excitement 
in the morning was a challenge but 
designing their own games which they 
could play on the field kept them busy 
and entertained.  Once the coaches 
were loaded with what could only be 
described as enough luggage for a 
fortnight’s holiday in some cases, we 
were off!!  The children were thrilled to 
meet the staff and see their dormitories 
for the first time.  After a tasty lunch 
they proceeded to their afternoon 
activities which included crate stacking, 

YEAR THREE BELCHAMPS

Last week, Year 4 made a trip to 
Southend Museum.  We made a short 
visit to the Beecroft Gallery where 
we were able to see the work of local 
artists.  Perhaps the highlight of our 
trip, for many of us, was the time spent 
in the planetarium where we learnt 
about different constellations and 
the myths and legends associated 
with them.  Each group learnt about 
a different constellation so that we 

YEAR 4 SOUTHEND MUSEUM VISIT
were able to share the stories back in 
the classroom.  We also took part in 
an archaeology workshop where we 
had to discover primary sources of 
historical evidence hidden in a tray of 
pebbles.  We had to act like detectives 
to work out what the objects were 
and how they might have been used.
The culmination of our trip was an 
ice cream to cool us down on such a 
warm day!

Dear Parents/Carers
 
What a brilliantly successful year this has been for 
the children of West Leigh in so many different 
aspects of learning, sport, the arts, citizenship 
and extra-curricular clubs; the children should be 
extremely proud of their achievements . Some of 
the more recent of these achievements you will 
see in this newsletter, but there is further and more 
extensive information on the school’s website .
 
The end of the school year is always a time for 
celebration of what has been achieved over the 
previous year but it is also a time tinged with 
sadness as we say some goodbyes. Mr Hatton is 
moving on to another local school to widen his 
experience and we wish him all the very best for 
the future. We are also saying goodbye to Miss Gash 
who is leaving us to take up a post nearer to home 
- we are certainly going to miss her artistic flair! It 
is also an au revoir (but certainly not a goodbye) 
to Mrs Garrett as she takes a sabbatical from the 
school to spend some time with her family – we will 
be welcoming her back with open arms in the not-
too-distant future. Finally we are saying goodbye 
to our Year 6 children who have been a credit to 
themselves and to you as parents and carers during 
their time at the school, and we wish them every 
success as they move on to their secondary schools.
 
Mrs Woolf and I would like to thank you for the 
great support you give to the school, and also 
many thanks to our magnificent staff for all their 
unceasing hard work and commitment to West 
Leigh. I am sure you will join us in wishing them 
a very well-deserved and restful break. Our final 
thanks go to our fantastic children who make West 
Leigh Juniors such a pleasurable place to work.
 
Our best wishes for the summer break and we hope 
the sun shines on you wherever you are!

John Lear

sling shot and a very muddy assault 
course.  After some free time it was 
dinner time and the children hungrily 
tucked into burger and chips.  Sorting 
out their beds for the night was next 
and after passing ‘dorm inspection’ it 
was off to the campfire.  Songs such 
as ‘Bananas of the World Unite’ and 
‘Boogaloo’ were learnt and sung with 
gusto and  then it was hot chocolate 
and marshmallows before settling 
down to try and sleep which involved 
more trips to the toilet than have ever 
been made in the entire history of the 
world!  However, the children, if not 
the staff, generally slept soundly and 
after a hearty breakfast of sausage 
and beans were raring to start new 
and exciting activities.  All too soon 
it was lunchtime and the coaches 
arrived to take us back to West Leigh.  
Quieter coaches returned us home 
safe and sound, happy, tired and 
ready for a long night’s sleep.  It was 
a trip to remember and as always the 
children impressed us and the staff 
of Belchamps with their politeness, 
enthusiasm and good behaviour.

Beecroft Gallery

Some of the children crate stacking



MUSIC LESSONS
1:1 music lessons start back week 
commencing Monday 18th September.  
If you are interested in your child 
having music lessons from September 
please visit Miss Fisher who will be able 
to put your  child on the waiting list. We 
offer a range of lessons including piano, 
woodwind and violin. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you think you may be eligible 
for  free school meals please apply 
directly to www.southend.gov.uk/
fsm and you will receive an email 
to confirm whether you are eligible 
or not. The school will be advised 
confidentially.

WISEPAY

The new year 3 intake will receive 
their WisePay login in the first 

week of term. Please remember 
that all payments (dinner 

money, school trips, swimming 
contributions, breakfast club and 

music lessons) should be paid 
via our online payment system. A 
link can be found on the school 

website. If you have any problems 
or have forgotten your log in 

details please contact the school 
office who will be more than 

happy to help.

YEAR 5 ORIENTEERING
Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic day in the 
sunshine at the Belfairs Woodland 
Centre.  The children took part in 
sessions where they explored how 
to use a compass to take bearings 
and read maps.  These skills were 
put into practice as they followed 
an orienteering course through 
the woods.  Using a set of clues 
and compass bearings, they had to 
locate key points in the woods.  On 

Our Breakfast Club runs Monday to 
Friday 7.30am to 8.40am. The club 
is designed to help relieve parents 
of the stress of juggling work 
commitments with the school run. 
Children enjoy games and crafts 
and it is open to children in both 
Infants and Juniors. Children have 
a choice of drinks as well as a fruit 
loaf, crumpets, fruit, toast and jam. 
Sessions are £4.00, no need to book, 
just arrive at the school office on the 
mornings required.

BREAKFAST CLUB

reaching the marked points, they 
had to search for additional clues to 
help them identify woodland trees 
which would assist them to solve the 
orienteering conundrum.  In the other 
session, children participated in a series 
of secret agent tasks.  Pupils had to 
apply their map skills to successfully 
complete these tasks and solve the 
various puzzles.

HEAD FOR THE DAY
The day finally arrived – Ambrose was 
to be headteacher for the day! The 
children arrived in school clutching 
their Pokemon cards and dressed in 
non-school uniform. The morning 
consisted of a choice of activities for 
children to take part in, including 
gardening, origami, volleyball, 

rock school, baking and more! Our 
teachers really are amazing and put 
on some fantastic activities for the 
children. The children also enjoyed 
an extra-long playtime courtesy of Mr 
Lusty!

After a brilliant morning, the children 
were treated to an extra special 
assembly. Mr Lusty and the ‘Head for 
the Day’ candidates had organised 
a teacher singing competition! 
The school was overwhelmed with 
the efforts of the teachers and 
were blown away by the singing 
talents of Miss Revill, Mrs Bemister, 
Mrs Mitchinson and Mr Lear. 
Unfortunately, there had to be a 
winner and a loser. Mr Lear was very 
impressed with his ‘apple watch’ and 
the losers had to put their feet in a 
bowl of custard!
Mr Lusty had a packed day and 
carried out some additional 
headteacher duties, including 
completing a site check with Mr 
Silver, meeting with our head of 
governors and attending a senior 
leadership team meeting.
We hope that he enjoyed his day and 
the children were very pleased that 
he fulfilled his election promises!



IMPORTANT INFORMATION - MEDICAL

All year 6 children will be bringing their medication home with them on the last 
day of term.

You will be notified at any point during the year if your child needs new 
medication in school and/or to sign an updated care plan. Please make 

arrangements to rectify these much needed changes as soon as possible.

SUMMER SERENADE
Young musicians from West Leigh 
presented a ‘Summer Serenade’ 
at St Margaret’s Church earlier 
this month. Children from Years 
3 to 6 provided a super selection 
of musical performances to a 
packed audience of family and 
friends. The programme showed a 
slice of musical life at the school, 
including the debut performance 
of our new Ukulele Group! They 
accompanied Mrs Bemister who 
sang ‘I Still Haven’t Found What 
I’m Looking For’ and ‘Only You’ 
absolutely beautifully. Our Upper 
School Recorder Group played in 
harmony, whilst our Year 6 Recorder 
Quartet played together for the 
very last time before they leave. The 
Boys’ Choir really enjoyed singing 
‘The Bare Necessities’ followed by 
the jazzy ‘That Dixieland Sound’ 
complete with actions. The Girls’ 
Choir showed their expressive side 
with their rendition of ‘Colours of 
the Wind’, saving their moves for 
‘Count on Me’.
Thank you to Mrs Forkin, Mrs 
Walker and Miss Fisher for working 
so hard to prepare the children so 
professionally. Thank you also to all 
the parents who have supported 
the children with their musical 
endeavours this year.

ILAM HALL VISIT

SWIMMING CONTRIBUTIONS
September will see the start of a 
new round of swimming lessons 
with the school. Swimming lessons 
in schools are part of the curriculum 
and we are in a very lucky position 
to have a swimming pool on 
site. The swimming pool is very 
expensive to run and therefore 
the parent contributions are very 
important to us. The contributions 
towards swimming are £13 per term 
or £39 for the school year. Payment 
can be made via Wisepay, cheque 
made payable to ‘West Leigh Junior 
School’ or deposit the cash at the 
school office. Thank you for your 
continued support in making 
the swimming lessons possible. 
If you are interested in after 
school lessons please visit www.
westleighswimschool.co.uk

On Monday morning 108 extremely 
excited children were waved off from 
school on their three coaches as they 
left for their week’s residential at Ilam 
Hall Youth Hostel in the Derbyshire 
Peak District.  Despite busy traffic on 
the motorways and a longer than 
usual journey the children all arrived 
in high spirits.
After the long coach journey, the 
children needed to burn off their 
energy – and there could be no better 
way than to climb either Thorpe Cloud 
or Bunster Hill!  Coming from Essex 
they never really anticipated the 
steepness of the gradients involved, 
but all were determined to succeed.  
Collapsing at the top they drank in 
the amazing views of the countryside 
around and the almost complete lack 
of human civilisation.
 That evening, back at Ilam Hall, the 
children had their first taste of hostel 
food and were greatly impressed.  
There was a great choice of delicious 
food was on offer!  It was then time 
to unpack their luggage and make 
their beds – quite an ‘interesting’ 
experience for some children!
 Tuesday began with dry weather and 
after a cooked breakfast the children 
left on their coaches to Castleton.  
The morning was spent exploring 
the famous Blue John Caverns, the 
only place in the world where the 
gemstone ‘Blue John’ is found and the 
afternoon involved a hike up Mam 
Tor with a further walk along the 
mountain ridge overlooking the start 
of the famous Pennine Way.
 Back at the hostel that evening the 
children had plenty of time to explore 
the facilities and the picturesque play 
areas outside!
 Wednesday was a day of two halves.  
By now the weather had taken a turn 
for the worse, but at West Leigh we 
never allow wet weather to put us 
off! Half the day was spent visiting 
Chatsworth House followed by an 

exploration of the gardens.  Special 
highlights for the children were finding 
their way in (and then out!) of the 
maze and then ‘paddling’ in the water 
cascades!  The other half of the day was 
a cycle (in the driving rain!) along the 
Tissington Trail (now a nature trail but 
originally the London to Manchester 
Railway Line) – the only activity all 
week involving level ground and no 
steep gradients.  Who would have 
thought that being covered in mud 
could be so much fun?
 By Thursday the week was quickly 
approaching its end, but a day at Alton 
Towers ensured that energy levels 
remained at 100%.  Seven hours at 
the country’s most popular theme 
park meant that the children had 
plenty of opportunities to head for 
their favourite rides and because of 
the wet weather the theme park was 
wonderfully quiet.  Oblivion, Nemesis, 
Smiler, Galactica, Rita, Thirteen … these 
were all popular destinations and were 
discussed many times over and in great 
detail throughout the whole evening!
And finally came Friday.  By now the 
staff needed to shake the children 
awake.  Cases needed to be packed, 
beds unmade and rooms emptied 
before our final hike of the trip.  Despite 
the unseasonal weather it had been 
a fantastic week - exciting activities, 
delicious food, amazing scenery - 
but most important was that the 
children were such good company and 
impeccably behaved - a credit to West 
Leigh and a credit to their parents.
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What a great year we have had this 
year! As a school, we have been very 
successful in the borough and in the 
county! Each year we are astounded 
by the sporting ability of the children 
and their will to achieve. They have all 
shown great sportsmanship as well!
First this half term was our success at 
the Borough Swimming Gala where 
the Year 3 and 4 team qualified for the 
Essex Finals. All of the children swam to 
the best of their ability and Mrs Grange 
and Mrs Van Lint were extremely proud 
of their achievements!
The girls and boys from Year 6 
participated in the cricket tournaments 
where again, we had great success with 
the girls qualifying for the Essex finals 
but unfortunately not being able to 
attend due to a clash with Ilam Hall.  
The next event  was the Borough 
Athletics Competition. Unfortunately, 
last year we were relegated to Group 
2 as our Year 6 pupils were unavailable 
so the pressure was on to do well! All 

QUIZ CLUB
Earlier this month the West Leigh Juniors 
Quiz Team took part in the national final 
of the Quiz Club General Knowledge 
Competition. It was a fantastic 
achievement to qualify for the final 
which they did by storming to victory 
in their semi-final in May. The final took 
place in the impressive surroundings of 
Oxford Town Hall and our team were in 
competition with eleven other teams 
from all over the country. There was a 
large crowd of supporters including our 
own West Leigh contingent of parents 
and other relatives who had made the 
journey to Oxford. The team performed 
extremely well and were an absolute 
credit to the school and it gives us great 
pleasure to announce that we have the 
7th best quiz team in the country!

Dates for your Diary

September 

Friday 1st - Inset day
Monday 4th - Children return to school
Friday 8th - Year 4 Gemma’s Farm visit
Wednesday 20th - Friday 22nd - Year 5 Stubbers residential 
trip
Monday 25th - Yr 3/4 RSE talk to parents 
Tuesday 26th - Individual photos
Wednesday 27th - Individual photos

October

Monday 2nd - Yr 5 RSE talk to parents
Friday 6th - Harvest Assembly
Monday 9th - Yr 6 RSE talk to parents
Thursday 12th - Yr 6 height and weight check
Monday 16th - Learning conferences
Wednesday 18th - Quiz club - Science
 - Learning conferences
Thursday 19th - Year 6 Palace Theatre trip
Friday 20th - Inset day
Monday 23rd - Friday 27th - Half term
Monday 30th - Inset day

SPORTING ROUNDUP
of the children excelled in all of their 
events. Long distance running was 
incredible as we had five children 
placed first in their races when 
previously we had never had a child 
win that race! After waiting for the 
results, we were ecstatic to hear that 
we had been placed second in the 
field, first in the track and then finally 
first over all!  Well done to everyone 
who had worked hard throughout the 
school to help these children excel and 
promote us back to Group 1. We look 
forward to the tough competition next 
year!
The final event of the year was the Mini 
Games. All of the children at this event 
really promoted the Olympic Values 
gaining many stickers and promoting 
fantastic sportsmanship. 
Thank you to all of you who have 
supported sport at West Leigh this year 
and made our year so successful and 
we look forward to what next year has 
to bring!

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
This year has slightly improved on last 
year with 97.4% attendance across 
the whole year for the whole school. 
247 children received gold award 
certificates for 100% attendance this 
summer term, 93 have silver and 74 
have bronze.
69 children received gold award 
certificates for 100% attendance for 
the whole year, 196 received silver and 
136 received bronze. These numbers 
are amazing and we have certainly 
been busy the last few days! A huge 
congratulations goes to Dillon Purohit 
in 6W. He has achieved the amazing 
effort of 100% attendance for his 
whole time at West Leigh Juniors. Well 
done Dillon!!


