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Mrs Woolf & Mr Lear

On Monday 21st May, Class 3M 
went down to the beach for their 
first experience of Beach Schools. 
Miss Fletcher led the trip as an 
experienced Beach Schools teacher. 
After leaving at the beginning of the 
day, 3M walked down to the beach at 
Leigh. They started their time at the 
beach by closing their eyes, feeling 
their surroundings and listening to 
what they could hear. The children 
then split into pairs and went on a 
scavenger hunt on the beach trying 

YEAR 3 BEACH SCHOOL

On 16th and 17th May, Year 5 
travelled to London to visit the 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes exhibit 
at The Natural History Museum.  
The children were treated to an 
interactive show where they were 
able to create their own destructive 
earthquake and volcano and study 
the ‘behaviour’ of lava, before 
heading up to the gallery where 
they experienced being a part of 
the Japanese earthquake in the 
simulator. The children thoroughly 

YEAR 5 VISIT NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
enjoyed the opportunity to enrich 
their learning from last term, whilst 
also finding out lots more.

So we come to the end of another half term 
and what an extremely busy one it has been. 
First of all, we have to say well done to our 
wonderful Year 6 pupils who worked so hard 
towards their SATs last week. Everyone was  
impressed by the time and effort they put 
into doing their best, but more than that, 
the children should be very proud of all their 
achievements (academic and non-academic) 
during their time at West Leigh. We are 
certainly proud of each and every one of 
them. We are sure they are all getting rather 
excited now about what their last few weeks 
hold in store with us, especially the upcoming 
residential visit to Ilam Hall and the trips out 
and about the local area during Southend 
Week.

This newsletter will shine a spotlight of some 
of the things that have taken place since the 
Easter break - we hope you enjoy reading 
it. The final half term of the year is always 
‘jam-packed’ with events. Some of things 
we have to look forward to are Sports Day, 
swimming galas, other sporting events and 
festivals, the summer concert at St Margaret’s 
Church, the PA Summer Fayre and, of course, 
the potentially tear-jerking Leavers’ Assembly 
for Year 6. It is always an eventful and rather 
exciting (and sometimes a little exhausting) 
half term but the children and staff really 
enjoy it.

Before then though, we all have time for a 
break and an opportunity to ‘recharge our 
batteries’. I am sure you will want to join us in 
wishing our fantastic staff an enjoyable and 
restful break and in thanking them for working 
so hard for your children.

We wish you and your families an excellent 
break, and hopefully the sun will shine on us 
just a little. See you all again on Tuesday 5th 
June.

Cheryl Woolf and John Lear

to find a range of objects. They had 
to decide whether their objects were 
smooth or rough and had a range 
of questions to answer about their 
them. The children had a great time 
exploring the beach and the many 
things they could find there. Some 
children found seaweed, lots found 
man-made items that had been left 
behind and a few found parts of 
crabs that were no longer alive.
After exploring the beach, the 
children then created beach mosaics. 
They used the items they had found 
earlier and other things that they 
had collected to create a mosaic 
of a sea item. One group chose a 
fish, another a star fish and another 
a pirate map. The children had a 
fantastic time and want to thank 
Miss Fletcher and all those who 
made this trip possible. We look 
forward to many more opportunities 
to learn at the beach!

3M enjoying beach school

Year 5 visited the Natural History Museum



YEAR 5 CHOCOLATE HOOK DAY

The team worked very effectively 
collaborating and conferring and not 
getting disheartened if they didn’t 
perform as well as they might had 
hoped on any of the questions. It was 
also very clear that they were having 
a lot of fun. Which cannot be said for 
the teachers and family supporters 
who found the whole occasion nerve-
racking and nail-biting! We are so 
proud that they have made it through 
to the national final (as we did last year) 
which will take place in a prestigious 
venue in London yet to be announced 
later this term. Congratulations and 
very well done to Thea Hawkins, Oliver 
Doel, Sebastian Rapley-Mende amd 
William Poxon.

PE KIT
We have had an increase in 
children not having PE kit in 

school. Can we please remind 
you that children should have 
a LABELLED PE kit, including 
trainers, in school every day.

On 16th April, Year 5 came to school 
dressed as Oompa Loompas as part 
of an important mission to launch our 
new chocolate topic and to save Willy 
Wonka’s famous chocolate factory 
from closing.  The day commenced 
with a visit from Mr Wonka himself, 
when the children were informed of 
the roles they would play in saving the 
factory. Throughout the day, a number 
of challenges were set, enabling the 
children to demonstrate creativity, 
dedication, their ability to work as part 

On May 3rd the West Leigh Quiz Club 
team travelled to Felsted Preparatory 
School to take part in the semi-final 
of the national general knowledge 
competition. There were 12 teams 
from all over the south east of England 
competing and it was an incredibly 
exciting event. For a long period of 
time from the start of the contest West 
Leigh were in the top three schools 
but there was one particular school 
leading consistently. However, as the 
competition entered the final round of 
more challenging questions, the West 
Leigh team took the lead and battled 
their way through the remaining 
questions to become the winners and 
qualify for the national final. It was an 
extremely impressive performance. 

QUIZ CLUB SEMI FINALS

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you think you may be eligible 
for  free school meals please apply 
directly to www.southend.gov.uk/
fsm and you will receive an email 
to confirm whether you are eligible 
or not. The school will be advised 
confidentially.

WISEPAY

Please remember that all 
payments (dinner money, 

school trips, swimming 
contributions, breakfast club 

and music lessons) should 
be paid via our online paying 
system Wisepay. A link can be 
found on the school website. 
If you have any problems or 
have forgotten your log in 
details please contact the 
school office who will be 
more than happy to help. YEAR 5 OUTDOOR 

CHALLENGE DAY
On Tuesday 22nd May, four Year 
5 children (in conjunction with 
St. Michael’s School), attended 
an Outdoor Challenge Day at the 
Asheldham Centre near Burnham-
on-Crouch. It was an extremely 
enjoyable (yet hot!) day where the 
children were able to develop their 
problem-solving and teamwork 
skills during a variety of outdoor 
challenges. Activities included 
building stretchers to transport 
a number of rucksacks as well 
as creating ‘gutters’ along which 
objects could travel. The children 
all agreed that the day was “lots of 
fun!”

We have spaces available in our 
Breakfast Club which runs Monday 
to Friday 7.30am to 8.40am. The 
club is designed to help relieve 
parents of the stress of juggling 
work commitments with the school 
run. Children enjoy games and crafts  
and it is open to children in both 
Infants and Juniors. Children have 
a choice of drinks as well as a fruit 
loaf, crumpets, fruit, toast and jam. 
Sessions are £4.00.

BREAKFAST CLUB

of a team and their trustworthiness. 
By the end of the day, all children had 
completed their passports, allowing 
them to be crowned as fully-fledged 
Oompa Loompas!

FRIENDSHIP BENCH
We are very excited to unveil the 
new friendship bench after the 
half term break. The bench was 
donated to the school a number 
of years ago and is made from 
an incredibly old piece of elm. 
It was originally a special place 
for children to sit if they were 
feeling lonely and needed a 
friend however, over the years, it 
has become sad and forgotten. 
This half term the School Council 
ran a competition to redesign it. 
Addi Saxon from 5P won and her 
beautiful design has been painted 
on the bench this week and will be 
in the playground very soon.



FRIDAY FINALE
Some of our young musicians 
shared their music-making at our 
recent Friday Finale performance. 
This is an informal opportunity 
to present a piece in front of 
an audience. This time we were 
treated to performances on the 
piano, acoustic guitar, electric 
guitar, saxophone, drum kit, a vocal 
duet and a vocal solo. The whole 
programme was presented by guest 
host Elena Cachia from Year 5. She 
did a superb job, announcing each 
item and giving them enthusiastic 

praise afterwards. Congratulations 
to everyone who took part and 
thank you to all our supporters for 
their encouragement.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - MEDICAL

If your child has medication in school you will be notified before the 
end of the summer term if it needs replacing before September. Please 
replace medication as soon as possible. Let us know if anything changes 
for the medical register, if you are not sure what information we have 
about your child, just ask!

After the girls’ football team’s 
success in their league, they 
qualified for the SPSFA Champions 
of Champions Final, comprised 
of the winning teams from each 
league, played at Roots Hall on 
Friday 18th May.
For this match the girls played 
Thorpedene Primary School. In the 
first half Thorpedene managed 
to make a break and find a way 
around our defence to score. 
The girls kept calm and focused, 
helping them maintain possession 
of the ball and keep the ball in the 
opposition’s half. The girls managed 
to find a bit of space, getting the 
ball out onto the wing and push 
forward, followed by a fantastic 
shot, curling the ball past the 
keeper and into the bottom left 
corner, bringing the score to 1-1 

by half time.  In the second half, 
the girls maintained their form of 
high pressure and attacking play, 
with a number of shots being 
cleared by Thorpedene’s defence 
and goalkeeper. With the whistle 
blown at the end of the second 
half, the game went to extra time 
of 5 minutes each way.  
The girls continued to show strong 
attacking ability. Thorpedene 
managed to clear the ball out of 
defence helping them to initiate 
a counter-attack and score their 
second goal. With a few minutes 
left of the first half of extra time, 
the girls pushed forward keeping 
the ball in the opposition’s half 
and getting a few shots on goal, 
but they were unable to get the 
ball past the goalkeeper. With the 
whistle blown the girls prepared 

CHAMPIONS OF CHAMPIONS FINAL

SWIMMING CONTRIBUTIONS

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has paid 
their swimming contributions. 
We are in the envious position 
of having a swimming pool on 
site. The swimming pool is very 
expensive to run and therefore 
the parent contributions are 
extremely important to us. The 
contribution of £13 can be made 
during the summer term. If you 
haven’t already paid the £13 for 
this term please do so as soon as 
possible. Payment can be made via 
Wisepay, by cheque made payable 
to ‘West Leigh Junior School’ or by 
depositing the cash at the school 
office. We would like to make you 
aware that from September 2018 
there will be a small increase in 
the swimming contributions by £3 
to £42. Our very grateful thanks 
to all those families who pay their 
contribution, thereby helping 
to keep high quality swimming 
teaching on the curriculum. 

themselves for the second half 
of extra time.The game got back 
underway and once again the girls 
showed strong attacking play as 
well as impressive defensive work. 
However, despite all their efforts, 
the final whistle was blown with the 
game ending Thorpedene 2 West 
Leigh 1.
The girls’ put in an incredible effort 
throughout the game, playing a 
fantastic game of football and can 
be incredibly proud of their efforts, 
not only in this game but in their 
league games and tournaments 
throughout the year, which led 
them to getingt this fantastic 
opportunity to play at Roots Hall. 
They have demonstrated superb 
sportsmanship and respect during 
every single game as well as being a 
credit to the school.



West Leigh Junior School - Ronald Hill Grove - Leigh on Sea - Essex - SS9 2JB
Tel: 01702 478593 - Fax: 01702 714812

Website:  www.westleighjunior.co.uk - Twitter @westleighschool - Facebook ‘West Leigh 100’

This half term we have enjoyed a 
range of sporting competitions again. 
In the first week back our Year 6 
team participated in the Hi5 Netball 
tournament.
After qualifying in the autumn 
term and being postponed in the 
spring, the Year 5 and 6 Tag Rugby 
team eventually participated in 
the Essex Finals. This was the 12th 
successive time the Tag Rugby team 
had qualified for this event. After a 
fantastic day of sport the team placed 
3rd in this event which is a fantastic 
achievement! Well done!
Again after qualifying in the autumn, 
the cross country teams and 
individuals participated the in the 
Essex Cross Country Finals which 
were held at Hadleigh Park. The day 
was an absolute “scorcher” and all the 
children ran incredibly well. A special 
mention for Ted Thomas who placed 
2nd in his race. The tennis competition 
took place at Garon Leisure Centre 
again this year and the standard was 

SCHOOL PING

Dates for your Diary
June
Monday 4th  - INSET DAY
Tuesday 5th   – Children return
Wednesday 6th  - Borough Swimming Gala
Thursday 7th  - School Council Poppy Ceremony Leigh Cemetery
                         -  Year 5 Spelling Bee at Hamstel Juniors 
Friday 8th            - AM Year 5 Rounders PM Year 6 Rounders
                        - Jon Stannard assembly
                        - 4pm Boys’ Choir BBC workshop at St Christopher’s School
Tuesday 12th         - Year 6 Girls’ Cricket at Garons
Wednesday 13th     - Year 6 Boys’ Cricket at Garons
                        - Quick sticks Hockey finals
Thursday 14th       - 7pm Year 4 parents meeting re Year 5 transition
Friday 15th          - Non uniform day for PA
                        - Year 4-6 Recorder players Leigh Music Festival  
Saturday 16th        - Summer Fayre
Tuesday 19th         - NSPCC assemblies
Wednesday 20th     - NSPCC workshops
Thursday 21st        - NSPCC workshops
                        - Year 2 parents walk around 5.45 – 6.45pm
                        - Year 2 parents meeting re: transition into Year 3 - 7pm 
Monday 25th to Friday 29th  - Year 6 Ilam Hall & Southend Week
 
      

July
 
Wednesday 4th      - 7pm Summer Evening Concert at St. Margarets
Thursday 5th         - Year 6 transition day
                        - Stubbers meeting - 7pm
Friday 6th            - Year 6 transition day
                        - Year 5 Taster afternoon @ King John
Monday 9th          - Tennis festival at Westcliff Lawn Tennis Club
Friday 13th          - Team Challenge morning
Monday 16th         - Year 6 Inter school swimming gala
Wednesday 18th     - Sports Day
Thursday 19th        - Year 6 presentation to parents
Friday 20th       - Last day of term

SPORTING ROUNDUP
incredibly high. With some training 
from a tennis coach who has been 
helping in our P.E. lessons the children 
felt confident going into the event. 
The teams played extremely well.
Our girls’ football team won their 
league this year which led to them 
being invited to play a ‘Champions 
of Champions’ match at Roots Hall. 
The girls thoroughly enjoyed this 
experience and are determined to 
make the same achievements next 
year.
Last week our netball team played in a 
tournament, again at Garons and the 
team managed to place a fantastic 4th 
out of 15 teams. We are so proud of all 
the children’s sporting achievements 
in and out of school.

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
There has been a lot of leave requests 
for holidays being taken during this 
current week and the last half term 
of the school year. Please refrain from 
taking your child out of school for 
holiday purposes as much as possible. 
Our attendance percentage is down 
again from this time last year due to 
the number of holidays being taken.
Illness has been very high during this 
year. Remember if your child is well 
enough to be in school, bring them! If 
they have a headache, feel tired or just 
a bit under the weather, they should 
be with us. 
The children love to receive their 
attendance certificates at the end of 
each term and they will also get them 
for the end of the year. It is such a 
shame for the children when they do 
not get one!

HOT WEATHER REMINDER
Please remember to send your child to 
school with a water bottle EVERY DAY, 
especially in the summer months. If 
your child needs antihistamine for 
hayfever or gnat bites please ensure 
this is given in the morning, before 
school and that sun cream is also 
applied.  

If you haven’t done so already, please 
make sure you have downloaded 
SchoolPing to receive all of our 
communications. The app saves all 
your messages in one place making 
them easily accessible and organised. 
All usernames and passwords have 
been provided to parents. There 
is also a link on the homepage of 
our website. Should you have any 
problems with the app you will be 
able to log in from a computer. Thank 
you for your support.


