
Year 6 SATs  
2018 



SATs since 2016 

 Key Stage 2 SATs were overhauled to be in line with 
a new National Curriculum in May 2016. 

 The new-style SATs for English and Maths reflect  
the expanded content of the revised National  
Curriculum, and are more rigorous than previous  
years’ tests. 

 There is also a new SATs marking  scheme and 
grading system which has replaced  National 
Curriculum levels. 



What tests will the children be sitting? 

 Mathematics – 3 papers 
 English;Reading – 1 paper 
 English; Grammar, Punctuation 

and Spelling (GPS) – 2 papers 

There is no formal test for writing - this is a 
judgement based on teacher assessment 



Maths tests: 

 Children sit three papers in maths: 
 Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes 
 Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper 
 Paper 1 will consist of questions, where children have to  

give the correct answer to calculations, including long  
multiplication and division. 

 Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types,  
including: 

 Multiple choice 
 True or false 
 Giving the answer to a calculation, drawing a shape or  

completing a table or chart 
 Explaining their approach for solving a problem 



Arithmetic test examples: 



Reasoning test examples: 
Shape problems: Multi-step word problems: 

Missing information: 



The Reading Paper 
The reading test is a single paper with  
questions based on three passages of  
text. 

Children will have one hour, including  
reading time, to complete the test. 



The Reading Paper 
There will be a selection of question types, including:  
Ranking/ordering: e.g. ‘Number the events below to  
show the order in which they happen in the story’  
Labelling: e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the  
story’ 
Find and copy: e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that  
suggests what the weather is like in the story’  
Short response: e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 
Open-ended response: e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that  
begins Once upon a time. How does the writer increase  
the tension throughout this paragraph? Explain fully  

referring to the text in your answer.’ 



 English lessons are planned to incorporate the  
skills children will need to respond to the reading  
paper. 

 We practice different types of questions such as: 

 Retrieval = locating and copying words or phrases 

 Inference = understanding a hidden meaning in a  
text 

 Explanation = show understanding and justify the  
reasons for answers, using evidence from the text  
to support their explanations 

The Reading Paper 



3 mark 



We encourage children to read a wide range of  
texts including: 

 Different Genres 

 Different Cultures 

 Non Fiction as well as Fiction 

 
Questions and reading activities are a good  
starting point. 

Discussion – talk about themes, characters  
and how a text makes you feel. 

Supporting reading skills 



The grammar, punctuation and  
spelling test 

This test has two papers  
Paper 1: 45 minutes 
Questions: grammar, punctuation and  
vocabulary 
Marks: 50 

 

Paper 2: approximately 15 minutes. 
Questions: 20 spellings 
Marks: 20  
Overall mark = 70 



Test format 

Paper 1: a collection of short questions. 
Questions may be multiple choice; one word or short  
written answers. 
 
Others may take the form of completing a sentence,  

correcting a sentence or filling missing information in a  
table. 

 
Paper 2: a spelling task. The spellings will be read within  
the context of a sentence and repeated three times. 



Grammar, punctuation and spelling  
test examples: 

Multiple choice: Completing sentences: 

Complete a table 

Writing sentences: 



Additional Support 

Some individual children may be supported through the  
use of: 

• Extra time allowances 

• Scribes 

• Readers – only in Maths and Grammar, Punctuation and  
Spelling tests 

• Rest breaks 

• Modified/enlarged texts 

• Prompters to help children focus 



SATs Week 
 Week commencing: Monday 14th May 2018 

 
Date Test 

Monday 14th May English – GPS 

Paper 1: questions 
English – GPS 
Paper 2: spelling 

Tuesday 15th May English - Reading 

Wednesday 16th May Maths  

Paper 1: Arithmetic  

Maths  
Paper 2: Reasoning 

Thursday 17th May Maths  

Paper 3: Reasoning 

Mock Week commencing: Monday 19th March  2018 



Outcomes 
You will be told: 
Your child’s raw score (the actual number of  
marks they get). 
Your child’s scaled score out of 100.  
Whether they have reached the expected  
standard set by the Department for  
Education’. 
‘AS’ means the expected standard was achieved  
‘NS’ means that the expected standard was not  
achieved 



 
Test 

 

Number of marks available  
in the paper 

Total number of marks  
available for the test –  
highest raw score 

English reading 50 marks 50 marks 

English grammar,  
punctuation and spelling  
Paper 1: questions 

 
50 marks 

 

 

 

70 marks 
English grammar,  
punctuation and spelling  
Paper 2: spelling 

 
20 marks 

Mathematics Paper 1:  
arithmetic 

 

40 marks 
 

 

 

110 marks 
Mathematics Paper 2:  
reasoning 

 

35 marks 

Mathematics Paper 3:  
reasoning 

 

35 marks 

Calculating raw scores 



The range of scaled scores available for each  
KS2 test is: 
80 (the lowest scaled score that can be  
awarded) 
120 (the highest scaled score) 
The expected standard for each test is a  
scaled score of 100 or more. 
If a child is awarded a scaled score of 99 or  
less, they won’t have achieved the expected  
standard in the test. 



On the day 
 Make sure children eat a good breakfast and have a  

drink. 

 Ensure your child arrives at school in plenty of  
time. 

 If your child is unable to come to come to school,  
you must ring the office ASAP on that morning.  
We can then make other arrangements for them to  
sit their SATs paper. 



Further Support 

 Ensure your child attends school every day. 

 Support your child with their home learning 

 Encourage regular reading 

 Encourage your child to regularly practice their times tables and  
spellings. 

 
Useful websites: 
Grammar websites: http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar-and-  
vocabulary 

 
All Subjects 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ 
 

Revision Guides: 
CGP books  
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/ 
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