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We celebrated British Science Month 
with a day of experiments, learning 
and practical activities. We welcomed 
visitors from our fantastic parent 
community into school throughout 
the day. Mr Hawkins came and wowed 
Years 3 and 5 with his knowledge 
of space, stars and the solar system. 
The children asked some fantastic 
questions and were keen to further 
their learning in this area. Mr Bilanges 
demonstrated how to extract DNA 
from a strawberry which impressed 
both the staff and pupils! Mr Knight 
showed the children how to make 
carbon dioxide, hydrogen and 
oxygen – a highlight was popping 
the hydrogen bubbles with a 

SCIENCE DAY

During the week beginning 19th 
March 2018, Year 3 performed 
their Greek Myths presentation 
to their parents, other relatives 
and the rest of the school. Each 
class had worked hard to create a 
fantastic performance of a Greek 
Myth. The performance started 
with 3L presenting Theseus and the 
Minotaur followed by 3E presenting 

YEAR 3 PERFORMANCE
Pandora’s Box as a poem. Perseus 
and Medusa was presented by 3Q 
and the performance finished with 
3M acting out the myth of Daedalus 
and Icarus. We were impressed with 
the volume and the commitment 
of the children learning their lines, 
especially as there were a lot of 
difficult Greek names to pronounce!

Dear Parents/Carers

Well, what an interesting snow-interrupted half 
term that was! I hope you and your children 
enjoyed the opportunity to play on sledges 
and toboggans, throw snowballs and build 
snowmen on the days that the school was 
forced to close. I’m not much of a fan of the 
white stuff myself, so I was rather happy when 
it disappeared. Bah humbug! There is much 
to celebrate in this newsletter and we hope 
you enjoy reading all the articles detailing 
the children’s wonderful achievements and 
experiences. 

I have to once again thank you for your 
continued and unfailing support, be it 
attending your child’s presentation in Year 3, 
getting them to various sporting and musical 
events across the town or giving so generously 
that we raised around £900 for Sports Relief. 
We really appreciate all your efforts. 

Next term heralds an exciting time for the 
school, although I’m not so sure the children 
in Year 6 would agree with me that SATs are 
exciting, but they are certainly working very 
hard to achieve the very best they can when 
their tests are taken in May. However, I am sure 
they will be really looking forward to either 
the residential trip to Ilam Hall or the week’s 
events in and around Southend, as well as their 
Leavers’ Presentation in July. The details of all 
of the events so far planned for the summer 
term can be found on the back page of this 
newsletter. Please look out for additional 
events added to the calendar on our weekly 
newsletters.

All that remains is for me to wish you a 
fantastic Easter break, and I’m sure you will join 
me in wishing me the excellent staff team at 
West Leigh Juniors a very restful and relaxing 
time after all their hard work this term. 

Fingers crossed the sun shines just a little for us 
over the next couple of weeks!

John Lear

lighted taper! Year 6 learned all 
about careers in science from Mrs 
Grantham – the children were very 
inspired by this and hopefully we 
now have lots of future scientists in 
school!
Each year group carried out a 
practical activity that linked with 
their Connected Curriculum topic. 
Year 3 investigated what would 
actually have happened if Icarus 
had flown too close to the sun by 
making wings from feathers and 
wax and testing the effects of the 
elements. Making cheese from milk 
and vinegar proved a smelly and 
messy experience for Year 4, and Year 
5 used their powers of observation 
to classify the different ‘choccy rocks’ 
that their teachers had discovered 
in space. Children in Year 6 learned 
about the ways that birds’ beaks are 
adapted for different purposes by 
attempting to pick up objects using 
different shaped utensils.
Science day was a fun, practical day 
and we hope that this has inspired a 
love of science in all of our pupils.

Science day went down a storm



YEAR 4 & 6 DOGS TRUST WORKSHOP

6 were finally called to receive gold 
awards for their work – Tombs and 
Treasures, Waves of Inspiration and 
Puppets with Personality. In addition 
to this tremendous success, the special 
awards were announced and Year 6 
were delighted to receive the ‘Sheila 
Grosvenor Award for Creative Textiles’ 
for their puppet work. This is a truly 
fantastic achievement for the entire 
school and Mr Loveridge would like to 
thank everyone – adults and children – 
for all their hard work.

SUMMER UNIFORM
When we return after the 

Easter break we will be into the 
summer term which means 
that the children can wear 

their summer uniform.

Year 4 and 6 recently enjoyed 
participating in an interactive 
workshop led by Maria from Dogs 
Trust. During the session, the 
children considered the evolution 
of dogs by learning about the 
domestication of wolves. They also 
reflected on the vitally important 
role that dog owners have in 
looking after their own pets and 

West Leigh has, once again, entered 
into the South East Essex Design 
Competition which showcases the 
fantastic art and technology work 
from across a number of schools in 
the county. It is a superb opportunity 
to share ideas with others and show 
other schools our best achievements 
in these two subjects.
On Monday 27th March, Mr 
Loveridge was joined by seven pupil 
representatives from across the 
school at Deanes Academy for the 
awards ceremony. Tensions were high 
as bronze awards were announced 
and West Leigh was not included in 
the list. Year 3 were then announced 
to have won a silver award for their 
Greek Temple Art and the remaining 
three year groups continued to wait 
in anticipation but their work was still 
unannounced. Finally, Years 4, 5 and 

SOUTH EAST ESSEX DESIGN COMPETITION

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you think you may be eligible 
for  free school meals please apply 
directly to www.southend.gov.uk/
fsm and you will receive an email 
to confirm whether you are eligible 
or not. The school will be advised 
confidentially.

Some of our SEEDC entries

WISEPAY

Please remember that all 
payments (dinner money, 

school trips, swimming 
contributions, breakfast club 

and music lessons) should 
be paid via our online paying 
system Wisepay. A link can be 
found on the school website. 
If you have any problems or 
have forgotten your log in 
details please contact the 
school office who will be 
more than happy to help. YEAR 5 SCIENCE ROADSHOW

Children in Year 5 had the pleasure 
of taking part in a Science 
Roadshow lead by students from 
Westcliff High School for Boys. 
Three activities were laid on for 
the children that included taking 
cell samples from their cheeks to 
inspect them under a microscope, 
creating different electrical circuits 
and testing the colour of different 
elements when placed in a flame. 
All three activities provided much 
excitement for the children and 
provided them with numerous 
scientific facts to enhance their 
knowledge and inspire some 
budding future scientists.

We have spaces available in our 
Breakfast Club which runs Monday 
to Friday 7.30am to 8.40am. The 
club is designed to help relieve 
parents of the stress of juggling 
work commitments with the school 
run. Children enjoy games and crafts  
and it is open to children in both 
Infants and Juniors. Children have 
a choice of drinks as well as a fruit 
loaf, crumpets, fruit, toast and jam. 
Sessions are £4.00.

BREAKFAST CLUB

ensuring that they are cared 
for in terms of the needs of the 
breed. The children all found the 
workshop very interesting.



SPORTS RELIEF DAY
On Friday 23rd March, the children 
came to school dressed as their 
sporting heroes to raise money 
for Sport Relief. The costumes, 
which were bright and varied, 
demonstrated great creativity, 
marking a fitting end to an 
enjoyable week which included 
the steps challenge and activities 
organised by the Playground Squad. 
In addition, members of staff walked 
their way to success, aiming to be 
crowned the ‘steps champion’ whilst 
children pondered and predicted 
who that might be. Eventually, Mr 
Nash was revealed as the winner 

with an incredible 104,799 steps in 4 
days. Gabriella Wilson went on to be 
selected as the competition winner. 
Well done to everybody who was 
involved.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - MEDICAL

Please keep the school updated with any new medical conditions / 
diagnosis or medication/ treatment.

Please do not make any medical appointments for during the school day 
as far as possible. Please do not book holidays during term time either. 
Your children miss vital amounts of learning and sometimes it is very had 
to catch up.

On 8th February 2018 the children 
enjoyed an exciting morning where 
they came together in their house 
teams to design and create a new 
eco mascot for the school. The 
idea was put together by our eco 
warriors during their meetings. The 
aim of the project was to raise the 
profile of eco across the school and 
it certainly did raise awareness as 
each team discussed issues such as 
pollution, litter and wasting water. 
The teams were mixed across the 
school which allowed children of 
all ages to work together and many 
made new friendships. We were 
very impressed by the creativity and 
skill of our children and those of us 
lucky enough to have been able to 

wander around the school during 
the morning to visit each class, can 
honestly say how proud we were 
of the way in which the children 
worked in their teams.

SCHOOL PING! 
We have signed up to SchoolPing 
for all of our communcations. 
SchoolPing have an app that they 
encourage everyone to download 
to their smart phones. It is available
on android and IOS devices. The app 
will then save  all your messages in 
one place making them easily 
accessible and organised. All 
usernames and passwords have 
been provided to parents. There 
is also a link on the homepage of 
our website, should you have any 
problems with the app you will 
be able to log in from a computer. 
Thank you for your support. 

ECO TEAM CHALLENGE DAY

SWIMMING CONTRIBUTIONS

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has paid 
their swimming contributions. 
Swimming lessons in schools are 
part of the curriculum and we are 
in a very lucky position to have 
a swimming pool on site. The 
swimming pool is very expensive 
to run and therefore the parent 
contributions are very important 
to us. The contribution of £13 can 
be made during the summer term. 
If you haven’t already paid the 
£13 for this term please do so as 
soon as possible. Payment can be 
made via Wisepay, cheque made 
payable to ‘West Leigh Junior 
School’ or deposit the cash at the 
school office. Thank you for your 
continued support in making the 
swimming lessons possible. 

Our children looked amazing on Sports Relief
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This half term has been a crazy half 
term with sport especially due to the 
snow! Many competitions had to be 
rescheduled and you will hear about 
those next term.
After winning the Southend 
competition, our Year 5 and 6 
Sportshall Athletics team participated 
in the Essex competition. They 
travelled together to the event at 
Garons Leisure Centre and competed 
to the best of their ability. After a great 
morning it was announced that West 
Leigh Junior School had placed 4th. 
An amazing achievement by all!
There have been many boys’ league 
football matches his term and the 
last event of the term is a girls’ league 
match against Chalkwell Park. The 
children are participating very well in 
these matches and they are showing 
great sportsmanship too.The netball 
team have invited other schools to 
play a couple of friendly matches. 
The events that we have been most 
excited about this half term have 
been the Portico Football Festival 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

We have a few spaces available for 
1-2-1 music lessons. They are;

Keyboard
Mr Miell - Wed - 4.15pm

Piano
Mrs Alexander - Wed - 4.15pm

Brass
Mr Hurrell - Fri - 12.45p or 2.00pm

Guitar
Mr Briggs - Tue - 5.15pm 
Mr Loveridge - Thu - 4.00pm

If you are interested in any of 
these vacancies or to be added 
to our waiting list for another 
instrument please contact us via 
121musiclessons@westleigh-jun.
southend.sch.uk

Dates for your Diary
April
Monday 16th  - Back to school
  - Year 5 Chocolate “hook” Day
	 	 -	Year	3	to	fields
Thursday 19th  - Cross Country Essex Finals (team)
Friday 20th  - Cross Country Essex Finals (individuals)
Tuesday	24th		 -	Essex	Tag	Rugby	finals	at	SRC
  - Maths Quiz at Hamstel
  

May

Thursday 3rd  - Secondary School transfer meeting for Year 5 Parents - 7pm
Friday 4th  - Summer Safety assembly 
Monday 7th  - BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
Thursday 10th  - Parent Council meeting - 6pm
Monday 14th - Friday 18th - Year 6 SATS week
Wednesday 16th - Year 5 trip to Natural History Museum 
Thursday 17th  - Year 5 trip to Natural History Museum
  - Year 6 parents Ilam Meeting - 7pm
Monday 21st - Friday 25th - Book Fair
Tuesday 22nd  - Selected Year 5 children Outdoor challenge day
Friday 25th  -Last day
Monday 28th - Friday 1st June - HALF TERM BREAK

June
Monday 4th  - INSET DAY   
Tuesday 5th - Children return to school

SPORTING ROUNDUP
and the Leigh Football Festival with 
schools from across the Academy 
Trust and Leigh competing in 
friendly matches against each other. 
Both events saw a number of boys 
participating in football matches 
and they showed great enthusiasm 
for the events. We are delighted 
that so many children want to be 
involved in sporting activities and are 
pleased to be giving more children 
the opportunity to take part in 
competitions. We hope to see many 
of similar events in a variety of sports 
across the year.

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
4A are the class with the highest 
attendance this week. This Spring 
term we have 199 children with 
gold award attendance (100%), 21 
with silver award (98-99%) and 100 
children with bronze award (96-
97%). These are really good results 
considering how many bugs have 
been going around the school this 
term. However, overall our attendance 
is low due to holiday being taken 
during term time. This does has 
a significant impact on children’s 
learning and we ask where possible to 
not take your children out of school 
during the school term. 

Sports Hall Athletics

WATER BOTTLES
Please remember to send your child to 
school with a water bottle EVERY DAY, 
especially in the summer months. We 
are trying to reduce our plastic use 
as a school and are using paper cups 
which are more expensive. 


