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Year 5 departed after school heading 
to Stubbers where we were greeted 
by the staff who helped the children 
discover their camps.  After a hearty 
meal, the children had some time on 
the field to play games while Mr Nash 
valiantly tried to light the bonfire.  
Having gathered for songs and stories 
around the campfire, the next hour 
passed very quickly as the flames 
grew higher. 
On Thursday everyone enjoyed a 
healthy breakfast before heading 
off to their activities.  Some groups 
faced the challenge of working as a 
team, some climbed the towers, some 

YEAR 5 STUBBERS TRIP

All the children in school took part 
in the Southend Schools Festival of 
Remembrance project this term. Every 
child made a clay poppy in the style 
of the famous ‘poppy wave’ to be 
part of a pop up art installation along 
Southend seafront. Each child marked 
their poppy with their initials and 
the installation will be available for 
all to visit between the 8th and 12th 
November (opposite Oliver’s on the 

POPPY PROJECT
Beach!) We would love it if you were 
able to visit and find your child’s 
poppy. Twenty five local schools have 
taken part in total and there will be 
over 6500 poppies on display! 
The poppies will be grouped by 
school to make it easier to find 
your child’s poppy. The making 
of the poppies was accompanied 
by a session about the value of 
remembering. 

Dear Parents/Carers
 
Welcome to our first half-termly newsletter of this 
academic year. In it you will find out about some of the 
major events and achievements that have occurred over 
this half term - and what an enjoyable and successful 
start to the year it has been. As I have mentioned 
previously, the Year 3 children have settled into the 
Juniors extremely well and should be very proud of their 
first seven weeks with us, and the new Year 6 prefects and 
monitors have taken to their jobs with great aplomb.
 
Hopefully you have all taken the opportunity to 
meet with your child’s teacher in this week’s Learning 
Conferences and found the meetings useful and 
informative; we very much value your continued support 
of the school. Next half term will as usual be a very busy 
one and we will once again be asking for your support 
for special events such as Children in Need, Book Week, 
Christmas Decorations Week and the PA Christmas Fayre 
as well as continuing to work with us as we strive to 
give your children the best experiences possible at West 
Leigh Juniors. I’m sure you will join me in thanking the 
wonderful and hardworking staff at WLJS for all their 
hard work and commitment and I hope they have a 
restful half term break.
 
It only remains for me to also wish you and your families 
a lovely break. We will see you again on Tuesday October 
31st.
 
Best wishes
 
John Lear

aimed at the archery targets whilst 
others tackled the water based 
activities of Katu-Kanu and kayaking.  
The firm favourite over the two days 
was riding the jet skis.
The activities were punctuated by 
a short break or lunch.  After four 
activities the children were eager 
for their evening meal. Mr Lear and 
Mrs Halls joined us in the evening for 
our night hike around the Stubbers 
site.  In the evening everyone was 
entertained by the children’s entries 
for “Stubbers Has Got Talent.”   After 
lots of laughter, applause and 
cheering children headed to their 
own camps ready for a good night’s 
sleep. The children were slow to 
wake on the Friday and rushed to 
pack before their morning meal.  
Two activities were followed by a 
last minute tent tidy.  Following their 
final activity the children gathered 
in the sunshine in Chestnut Camp 
whilst we waited patiently for the 
coaches to arrive and return back to 
school ready for their weekend.

The children making their poppies

The children enjoying Stubbers



YEAR 5 VISIT OLD LEIGH

gave the children tarpaulin and some 
rope. From this, the children had to 
make their own dens, which was great 
fun! Denise then showed the children 
how to make and light fires. The 
children collected their own firewood 
and lit their own fires by their dens.
The children sat cosily in their dens 
and ate their lunch. The children really 
wanted to fly their kites again, so the 
day was finished off doing just that!
 

HEAD LICE
Please take the opportunity during 
the half term to check your child’s hair 
for head lice and treat accordingly. We 
have had some cases reported in Years 
3 and 4. Let’s hope we can come back 
to school ‘itch free’.

Year 5 visited Old Leigh on Wednesday 
27th and Thursday 28th September as 
part of their recent work on seascapes. 
The purpose of the visit was to gather 
natural materials from the beach, 
including shells, sand, seaweed and 
driftwood, as well as making quick 
sketches of the landscapes to use 
back in school to create a selection of 
collages. Both days were sunny and 

On Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd 
September, Mrs Rodger, Mrs Atkin and 
Mrs Watts accompanied ten children 
to Hadleigh Country Park. On the 
Thursday the children were met by 
their guide and played some team 
games before making up their own 
game. The children were then shown 
how to make a kite using a bin bag 
and some sticks. The children had to 
work with a partner to make the kite, 
following instructions carefully. After 
lunch, they then swapped roles and 
the other partner made their kite.
The children loved flying the kites. It 
was a very windy day which helped!
 The next day the children met Denise 
again and started with some warm-up 
games. The group then took a lovely 
walk to a wooded area. Denise split 
the children into three groups. She 

YEAR 5 HADLEIGH COUNTRY PARK
FREE SCHOOL MEALS

If you think you may be eligible 
for  free school meals please apply 
directly to www.southend.gov.uk/
fsm and you will receive an email 
to confirm whether you are eligible 
or not. The school will be advised 
confidentially.

Girls building their shelters

WISEPAY

Please remember that all 
payments (dinner money, 

school trips, swimming 
contributions, breakfast club 

and music lessons) should 
be paid via our online paying 
system Wisepay. A link can be 
found on the school website. 
If you have any problems or 
have forgotten your log in 
details please contact the 
school office who will be 
more than happy to help. 

YEAR 3 WELCOME GEMMA'S FARM
On Monday 11th September, Year 
Three enjoyed a visit from Gemma’s 
Farm! The farm included many 
farmyard animals including a Shetland 
pony, goats, sheep, chickens and 
even ferrets! Each class had an hour 
to explore the animals and learnt 
lots of interesting facts about them  
including their importance on a 
farm. All of the children had the 
opportunity to pet and hold many 
of the animals. A highlight for the 
majority of the children was the 
opportunity to hold day old chicks! 
The children are all now very excited 
to learn more about animals of our 
world in the topic ‘Amazing Animals’.

We have spaces available in our 
Breakfast Club which runs Monday 
to Friday 7.30am to 8.40am. The 
club is designed to help relieve 
parents of the stress of juggling 
work commitments with the school 
run. Children enjoy games and crafts  
and it is open to children in both 
Infants and Juniors. Children have 
a choice of drinks as well as a fruit 
loaf, crumpets, fruit, toast and jam. 
Sessions are £4.00.

BREAKFAST CLUB

dry, enabling us to collect some 
fantastic resources which  have now 
been used within our art lessons.



YEAR 6 VISIT OLD LEIGH
As a part of their Connected 
Curriculum lessons, Year 6 visited 
old Leigh to learn more about the 
role of The Endeavour and the 
‘Little Ships’ during the Second 
World War. During their visit, they 
found out about the key events that 
directly affected the fishermen of 
Leighand how they were called into 
action to rescue the vast numbers 
of soldiers trapped on the beaches 
of Dunkirk. It was particularly 
interesting to hear stories  relating 
to families of our current pupils and 
their involvement in this aspect of 
the war effort. Whilst in Old Leigh, 
the pupils also practised their 

observational drawing skills which 
were later used in their artwork 
back in class.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION - MEDICAL

There have been a few illnesses making their way around the school from sickness to ear 
infections, headaches and high temperatures. Please encourage your children to attend 
school even if they feel under the weather as they can easily become distracted by their 
friends and working hard in class. If however, your child is not well enough to be in school 
please remember to call the office and leave a message on the absence line. Apologies in 
advance if you can’t get through first time but please try again later. The line can get very 
busy at times!

If anything changes for your child’s medication, prescription or care plan please inform me 
as soon as possible to avoid any confusion. It is imperative that the medical register is kept 
up to date and this can only be carried out if we have the correct information from you.

This term’s team challenge was all 
about the wizarding world of Harry 
Potter! Each house took part in a year 
group quiz to decide the Harry Potter 
expert for their team. Everyone 
did brilliantly and the winners will 
go forward to take part in further 
heats ready to compete against the 
teachers during book week!
Everyone then looked at the qualities 
linked to our house teams and 
designed their own method for 
sorting, similar to the sorting hat. 
We had sorting robots, chairs, wigs 
and many more! The children had to 
think carefully about their personal 
qualities that may have allowed 
them to be sorted into their house 
teams.

Lots of fun was had by all and 
the children are all now looking 
forward to book week in November. 
We hold team challenges every 
term to allow the children to work 
with different children in their 
house across the school and to 
build the skills of teamwork and 
collaboration.

TABLE TENNIS COMPETITION
This half term the ‘table tennis’ team 
have taken part in two competitions. 
The first was against a Portico 
School, Friars Primary School. The 
boys played extremely well against 
very strong competition. After 
five rounds of games, Friars were 
victorious by three games to two. 
The following week the team were 
back in the game as four members of 
the squad represented the school at 
the Southend District Competition 
held at Thorpe Hall School. After a 
very difficult first match, losing 4-0, 
the boys managed to draw all of 
their following competitive matches. 
Unfortunately, they narrowly missed 
going through to the ‘play off’ round.
Congratulations to all the boys for 
their great sportsmanship and for 
consistently supporting each other 
throughout the games.

TEAM CHALLENGE MORNING

Using the green screen

SWIMMING CONTRIBUTIONS

We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who has paid 
their swimming contributions. 
Swimming lessons in schools are 
part of the curriculum and we are 
in a very lucky position to have 
a swimming pool on site. The 
swimming pool is very expensive 
to run and therefore the parent 
contributions are very important 
to us. The contribution of £13 can 
be made during the summer term. 
If you haven’t already paid the 
£13 for this term please do so as 
soon as possible. Payment can be 
made via Wisepay, cheque made 
payable to ‘West Leigh Junior 
School’ or deposit the cash at the 
school office. Thank you for your 
continued support in making the 
swimming lessons possible. 

Year 6  sketching in Old Leigh
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What a fantastic start we have had to 
sport in West Leigh Junior School this 
year! The sports competitions started 
with table tennis this year and a great 
team effort from the Year 6 boys was 
displayed in this event. The next event 
was the cross country competition in 
which all of year groups participated. 
The teams really supported each 
other. We are pleased to say that all of 
the teams placed 8th or above with 
the Year 4 boys achieving 1st place! 
This was followed by the Tag Rugby 
competition at Southend Rugby 
Club where the team had a great day 
and left the event as overall winners! 
The final competition of the term 
was the girls football competition 
where the girls played exceptionally 
well and became the winners of the 

HARVEST COLLECTION
On Friday 6th October, children 
throughout the school brought 
in generous harvest donations to 
be given to the local food bank at 
West Leigh Baptist Church. We were 

overwhelmed by your incredible 
generosity which meant that Mr 
Collins’ car was jam-packed when 
delivering all of these donations to the 
foodbank. Many thanks to everyone 
who donated items.

Dates for your Diary
October 

Monday 30th - INSET DAY
Tuesday 31st - Return to school
  - 6W Learning conference

November

Wednesday 1st - Year 4 trip to British Museum
Thursday 2nd - Year 4 trip to British Museum
   - Parent Council meeting 6pm
Friday 10th - Year 5 Dsico
       - Year 6 Young Shakespeare Company 

Tuesday 14th - Year 5 Presentation to parents (5N & 5C)
Wednesday 15th - Flu Immunisations
     - 3M to Colchester Zoo
Thursday 16th - Year 5 Presentation to parents (5J & 5P)

Friday 17th - Children In Need
- 3l to Colchester Zoo 
Tuesday 21st - Southend Music Festival
Wednesday 22nd - Year 3/4 and 5/6 Boys Football
Friday 24th - Jonathan Logan Assembly
- 3E to Colchester Zoo
Monday 27th - Friday 1st - Book week & Book Fair
Tuesday 28th - 3Q to Colchester Zoo
Wednesday 29th - Dodgeball competition 

December

Friday 1st - Non Uniform Day for PA
Saturday 2nd - Christmas Fayre
Tuesday 5th - Year 4 presentation to parents (4A & 4S)
Thursday 7th - Year 4 presentation to parents (4B & 4V)
Tuesday 12th - Carol Service at St Margaret’s Church
Thursday 14th - Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 20th - Last day of term

SPORTING ROUNDUP
competition progressing to the Essex 
Finals. We have also had a couple of 
friendly matches and are very proud 
of the sportsmanship displayed by all 
of the participants from our school.

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
Attendance this half term has been 
gradually increasing as the weeks 
have gone on and we have seen 
more and more certificates being 
awarded in the celebration assembly 
on Fridays. The children have loved 
the dancing in assembly and receiving 
their class certificates. 5J have set the 
bar with a fantastic routine to their 
celebration song so we are really 
looking forward to seeing what the 
other classes bring to the table after 
the half term. 


